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Commodore – Doug Schwarz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with great sadness that I relay the passing of two 
wonderful SBYC Past Commodores:  

 

Bill Kuss 

and 

Bob McClinton. 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://sequimbayyachtclub.org/news/


 

 

On 3 April 2019, Bill Kuss, the last 
charter member of The Sequim 
Bay Yacht Club died at his Sequim 
home in the care of Volunteer Hospice 
of Clallam County. Bill was one of the 
main forces that pushed for the 
development of the marina that we enjoy 
today. He was Commodore of SBYC in 
both 1978 and 1979. 
 
There will be a memorial service on 
Sunday, 28 April from 3pm-5pm in 
the Hendricks Room of the John Wayne 
Marina. Condolences can be mailed 
to: Family of Bill Kuss, 141 Sailors Lane, 
Sequim WA 98382 or on-line 

at www.drennanford.com/obituary/william-kuss. This web site shortcut will lead you to a 
movie containing many great photographs of Bill’s life.   
 
 

 The SBYC received another 
shock Friday, 12 April when 
we received word that 
Admiral Bob McClinton 
passed away at his home.  
His daughters arrived in 
Sequim on Sunday and 
memorial plans have not yet 
been finalized.  Many club 
members have sent me 
emails and suggestions 
about how our club might 
honor this great sailor and 
gentleman; he impacted so 
many of us.  I can hardly 
write these words.  Details of 
the Admiral’s memorial 
service will be posted at a 
later date.  

  

Fair winds and safe moorage to both of these fine men 
 

http://www.drennanford.com/obituary/william-kuss


 

 

 

 

 

Vice Commodore – Jerry Fine 

 
 

Well dear SBYC Members, here we are at Opening Day for 2019, 
a happy day for one and all. However, we have lost two lovely 
club members recently. One about to be honored and one who 
has honored the current membership with his beautiful smile 
and kind words every time you saw him. The Admiral, I shall 
miss him so. 
 
As we get ready for the “Boating Season” of 2019 I hope we can 
all be joyful of the time we have together and enjoy the 
wonderful area we all now call home. Reach out to new 
members to make them feel welcome and included. Work with 
the long time members that can really show you the ropes. Get 
involved in any activity you can, lead or follow, it all counts. 

 
I know a lot of us are traveling or boating this summer and will not be around the club for every 
event, get to as many as you can! We all want to see you, yes we do! 
 
I personally can't wait to see you all at Opening Day and the Picnic.  
 
Until then, Cheers! 
  

 

Did-ja-know 
 
That we have a Ships Store? It’s on our web site under Member Log-on, then select Store n 
Things. Click on the link and you can make a selection of clothing from the site. You are not 
limited to this selection, you can bring in something of your own or go to their store and select 
something out of their huge inventory and have the club Logo embroidered for about $10. You 
will need to show your membership card. 

Capt T’s 
114 East Front Street 

Port Angeles 
 



 

 

 

Rear Commodore – Andrea Williams 
 
  

The Sequim Bay Yacht Club presents Dr. Genevra Harker-Klimeš 
as the fourth for 2019 in its continuing speaker series. She is the 
Coastal Sciences Division Director, Marine Sciences Laboratory, 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory in Sequim. She will give 
an overview of the type of work conducted by the Coastal 
Sciences Division, focusing on specific projects conducted at the 
Marine Sciences Laboratory.  In particular, she’ll discuss recent 
work looking at environmental monitoring around marine 
energy devices and the different techniques employed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunshine – Sue Sorenson 

Rear Admiral Bob McClinton  

As I sit at the computer, I am at a loss of words to summarize all that "The Admiral" meant to us 
at Sequim Bay Yacht Club (SBYC). He and Gunvor joined SBYC in 1990 and being the "take charge 
person" that he was, quickly joined the Bridge and served as Commodore in 1994.  

You could count on his military bearing, honor and integrity. At a recent SBYC event, the 
discussion turned to a collision between two Navy ships. With his usual quick wit, he reminded 
all of us that "my Naval Uniform still fits. All they have to do is call me and I will report for duty 
and straighten out the entire problem". We knew that he was speaking the truth.  

He loved the competition and tactics of sailboat racing. His rationale for each upgraded sailboat, 
was that he wanted “to go just a bit faster". Getting to be part of his sailing team was a sought-
after honor. No matter what he did, it was accomplished with class and purpose.  

The love between him and his bride, Gunvor, was palpable and real. When he met Gunvor, he 
stated he "knew that she was the one for me" and they were married for over 70 years. They 
had eyes only for each other. 



 

 

All of us have our personal interactions with "The Admiral" that will last forever. When asked 
how he was, he would quickly reply with a twinkle in his eye "I am perfect but improving" 

It is impossible to imagine any SBYC event without The Admiral and his bride in attendance. In 
my mind, he is standing at the helm of his boat and calmly instructing his crew to pull in the jib 
to surge ahead and cross the finish line first. Fair winds and calm seas until we meet again. We 
miss you already. 

Susan Sorensen 

Sunshine Committee 

 

 
Editor’s note. 
 
In a previous issue of the Scuttlebutt, I made reference to Bob as the “Admiral.” 
The next time we were together, he corrected me, “Ray, its Bob, just Bob” 
We’ll miss you, Bob. 

 

 

From the Membership Desk – Ann Elliot, Margaret Schwarz 

 
We are doing a great job of keeping our member “ship” afloat. We have five new memberships 
since the beginning of the year. We also presented three new applications to the Board at the 
April 29th board meeting which were approved. Once these folks are inducted, that will make a 
total of 8 new memberships so far in 2019. At the beginning of the year I suggested a goal of 19 
new memberships in 2019. I am confident that we will reach that goal and hopeful that we'll 
even surpass it. With our Open House right around the corner, and a new Learn to Row 
opportunity in the near future, I remain optimistic that we’ll receive new applications through 
these two activities. With an abundance of folks moving into Sequim at this time of year, we’ll 
have many opportunities to promote SBYC. 
 
In the last month I’ve received several questions about the membership process. First of all, 
there are membership applications in the clear plastic rack mounted on the wall to the left of 
the bar in the club room. An application can also be downloaded from the SBYC website, 
<sequimbayyacht club.org>. On the public page, right-hand side, there is a heading, 
Membership. Underneath, there is the label, How do I join? Clicking on that will take you to 
where an application is posted.  
 

http://club.org/


 

 

If an interested person googles Sequim Bay Yacht Club, there is a heading for Membership that 
appears. Once this is clicked, you are directed to the membership page. Where it says, How Do I 
Join? Click on the button indicated and, voila, an application pops up. This can be printed. The 
new applicants need to complete the application, have two members sign it and send it along 
with a check in the amount of $50 to SBYC, PO Box 1261, Sequim, WA 98382. Their application 
will be presented at the next board meeting for Board Approval. At that time, their prorated 
dues is payable. After that, the application is presented to the membership. The last step is to 
schedule their induction.  
 
The best way to get someone interested in the club is by engaging in a conversation with them 
about the various fun aspects of our club and then inviting them to join us in an activity or event. 
We have a great vibe in the club that is infectious. Once folks experience this, they often ask for 
a application before their time with us is over. Who will you bring into SBYC this year?  
 
As always, Margaret and I are here to help if there are other questions regarding membership. 
We are happy to facilitate the application process as needed.  
 

 
At the April Happy Hour, Michael and 
Trisha Cobb were inducted. Michael is 
an accomplished sailor and Trisha has 
taken the Learn to Sail classes with 
Dale Dunning. They are boat-less on 
Sequim Bay and interested in having 
sailing opportunities. If you can provide 
an opportunity, please give them a call. 
 
 
I want to thank Jerry Fine and Ray 
Mitchell for cleaning the clubroom 
windows! The clean windows make it 
easier to enjoy the beautiful view.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Happy May Birthday to the following SBYC Members: 

 

5-02  Judy Mann 
5-04  Gary Stewart 

5-05  Jan Jones 
5-07  Deb McKean 

5-10  Corey Holms 
5-12  Suzy Narbutovskih 
5-13  Leslie Schiller 

5-14  Diana Leibrich 
5-20  Judy Shanks 

5-23  Paula Barnaby 
5-31  Lisa O’Keefe 

5-31  Mary Jeanne Richards 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Coxswain’s Corner – Don Berger, Frank DeSalvo 
 
 

Spring rowing for is now in full swing. There is a direct positive relationship between 7am 
temperatures and the number of active rowers. We currently have from one to three shells 
going out each morning. 
 
Planning is now underway to provide a well-coordinated, pleasurable experience for those who 
show an interest in rowing, whether or not they are prepared to have an on-the-water 
experience. We will have the ability to help the general public get a feel for rowing from rowing 
machines and rowing platform insert, in addition to experiencing a brief on-the-water session. 
 
One of the SBYC’s boat trailers has been moved to Charlie Roberts’ shop so that fabrication of 
the rowing shell storage/travel rack can begin.  We are very grateful for Charlie’s efforts in this 
regard and look forward to using the finished product to secure and maintain SBYC equipment. 

 
Happy Hour News – Joel Cziok 

 
Aprils Happy Hour was 
another outstanding one, 
we were just a couple 
short of  “Full House!” 
Hosted by Paula and Terry 
Topjun, it featured music 
requested by members 
and played by “DJ” Joel. 
This monthly event just 
keeps getting bigger and 
better. We might need to 
spill out onto the deck this 
month. 

  

If you haven’t been down lately, you’re missing out on a fun evening and selection of delicious 
morsels.                                                                                                              

 

 

To view more photos of this event, copy the link below and paste it onto your browser.  

photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMAdHr1qEmM983rd2OkiwV9yzZh5NmZ-
8IOXiti5qyCyL6GijT3Qvx-aofqKyfH6g?key=Y21ySGNiQW5HQUM4UTZTeWx3MnZKNjM1cjRDcy1R 



 

 

Sailing – Alan Clark 
 
In light of the passing of Bob McClinton, I thought it might be appropriate for a posting of the 
poem "Crossing the Bar," by Tennyson 
 

Crossing the Bar 
 

Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 

And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
When I put out to sea, 

 
But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 

Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep 

Turns again home. 
 

Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
When I embark; 

 
For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place 

The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 

When I have crost the bar. 
 

 
 
 
Thursday the 18th, marked the first Duck Dodge of the 2019 Sailing Season. Just remember that 
this is a Duck Dodge and as such it is an informal and fun race, so the idea is if you're not having 
fun then you may have to change your expectations a bit 
 

There have been a couple of questions about whether or not non-SBYC members should pay for 
Duck Dodge racing. After talking with the Commodore and other members of the SBYC board, it 
has been decided that only races that have a Race Committee and Race Committee boat 
will charge entry fees for non-SBYC members and SBYC member alike.  
 
Finally let's remember Bob McClinton as we race this Thursday night and throughout the season. 



 

 

Cruising – Ted Shanks 

 
Our Shakedown Cruise 

 
The plan was to conduct a short cruise somewhat locally to avoid crossing the Strait and check 
out the ship’s systems and modes in preparation for more extensive cruising in the summer.  
This five-day trip included stopovers in Point Hudson, Port Ludlow and Mystery Bay before 
returning to Sequim. 
The week prior, whilst in Port Townsend to procure zincs, etc., I stopped by at Point Hudson and 
paid my slip fee in advance, saving both time and the $15 “reservation fee.” So much to do to 
get ready; filling the fuel tanks, water tanks, checking the cooking propane, checking the 
navigation software, replacing the broken refrigerator (another story), repairing some dinghy 
wiring and checking the batteries water. Running out of time, I decided to postpone the battery 
watering for a sunny day at one of the port visits. 
The day before planned departure, the weather was predicted 35 knot winds and six-foot seas at 
Point Wilson. I called Point Hudson to cancel the reservation slip. When I asked for a refund, 
they informed me that they had a 48 hour cancellation policy. They kept my money; was it a 
‘shakedown’ of a different kind? 
We departed a day late and proceeded to Port Ludlow where we stayed for two pleasant days. 
On the way to Mystery Bay I noticed that the bow thruster was operating intermittently. In 
Mystery Bay we spent a quiet day and evening at the State Park. As the next day was forecast to 
be windy after noon, we decided to leave early in the morning before the ride to Sequim got 
rough. I discovered that the bow thruster was now completely unresponsive. At engine start the 
port engine would not even turn over. In consulting with Blue Heron (our other cruise partner), 
we decided that I would make a single engine run to Sequim before the weather marooned us in 
Mystery Bay where there was no electricity, no repair shop and no mechanic. The setup was 
classic; wind pushing us against the dock, no bow thruster and only the starboard engine 
working. The on-shore bystanders were treated to a comical show of boat pirouetting for their 
amusement, but we finally escaped the bay and limped back to Sequim on one engine with Blue 
Heron as our faithful shadow all the way. 
Aftermath: I discovered that the thruster battery had blown a cell and was wrecked. The engine 
batteries were mostly dry, and the left engine start panel had a broken electrical connection.  
The refrigerator worked and although the dinghy wasn’t needed, it was ready to go. Hah! 
The moral of the story; do all your trip preparations and do not procrastinate. Even for a so-
called “shakedown” cruise. 
 
Ted Shanks 

 
 

 



 

 

JOINT NOSPS/PAYC/SBYC CRUISE SCHEDULE – 2019 
 

Dates Days Destinations Theme Sponsor 

Cruise Capt. 

Comments 

May 5 1 Opening Day, Sequim Bay  Parade, festivities SBYC and NOSPS 

Captain: 

 

May 17-20 3-4 Poulsbo Viking Festival Poulsbo SBYC 

Captain: John O’Keefe, 
Ray Mitchell 

Open; Cruisers may choose to stop on the way or 

 travel non-stop to Poulsbo 

 

May 20- 

June 11 

7- 23 Sidney B.C., Telegraph Harbor, 
Desolation Sound after 

GET PASSPORTS or NEXUS 
first 

Memorial Day Cruise + PAYC 

Captain: 

Open; BBQ/Dingy Races/Bocce Ball at  

Telegraph Hbr. 

  More cruising North after Memorial Day 

June 8-9 2 P.A. Maritime Festival P.A. Opening Day PAYC 
Captain: 

 

June 21-23 + 3 or + Poulsbo, Bremerton, Seattle, Kingston, 
Mystery Bay  NOSPS Only 

USPS D16 Rendezvous NOSPS 

Captain: 

NOSPS Only; could be expanded to include other  

stops before or after the Rendezvous 

July TBD 7 or + Prevost, Bedwell, Saturna Is., Montague  

Hbr, Wallace Is., Otter bay, Stuart Is. 
Or Roche Hbr. 

‘Dudes’ Cruise NOSPS 

Captain: 
Open –Cruise could start before the 3rd. 

August TBD 10 Pt Ludlow, Bremerton, Gig Hbr, 
Tacoma, Hartstine Is, Olympia, 

Brownsville, Pt. Hudson 

South Sound Cruise NOSPS 
Captain: 

Open –Cruisers could choose to go north instead  

to Vancouver B.C. 

September 9-
20 

11 + Good time to cruise to Desolation 
Sound, 

Gulf Islands, Nanaimo, Princess 
Louisa 

Gulf Islands North NOSPS, SBYC, PAYC 
Captains: Ray Thomas, 

Randy Roberts 

This cruise would be good for an extended cruise 

 North. Cruisers could join up with Victoria Cruise      on 3 Oct. 

September 28 1 Sequim Bay Reach for Hospice SBYC Need Sail or Power boats for Race committee  

 boats, turn point lines, Press boats, and  

Sponsor escorts. 

October 1-4 4 Sidney B.C. then Victoria BC Victoria Cruise SBYC 

Captain: 

Open – Boaters could spend 2 days in Canada.  

Members could use the Coho to Victoria also. 

“Destination” does not necessarily include all the harbors to be visited; only the primary harbors may show here; final destinations are up to the Cruise Captains and 
Cruisers. 

      All cruises are open to all three boating organizations, unless indicated otherwise. To join a cruise, boats must coordinate with the Planning Captain.                              

Sponsoring Club members may have priority. 

--NOTE:   SBYC Opening Day is May 5th;       SBYC Picnic is Aug 10th;   Reach For Hospice is Sat. Sept 28
th      As of 7 Dec 2018 

 

Did-ja-know 

 
That we have a Ships Store? It’s on our web site under Member Log-on, then select Store n 
Things. Click on the link and you can make a selection of clothing from the site. You are not 
limited to this selection, you can bring in something of your own or go to their store and select 
something out of their huge inventory and have the club Logo embroidered for about $10. You 
will need to show your membership card. 

Capt T’s 
114 East Front Street 

Port Angeles 
 



 

 

 

For those who were unable to attend Bill’s Memorial 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Wild Haggis Update 
 
Commodore Schwarz announced that at the Board meeting on April 29, the Board voted to 
approve $3800 to construct a new floating dock for the purpose of storing the club’s Flying Scot 
out of the water.  This dock will allow members to easily place the dinghy into the water for a 
sail and then return it to dry dock for storage.  Dale Dunning proposed the construction of a 24’ 
X 8’ dock, using our own labor and from purchased pressure treated lumber, galvanized 
hardware and plastic floats with a sufficient lift to handle the 800 lb dinghy. 
  
The club will also use $1670 that the Port of Port Angeles has awarded SBYC for the purpose of 
purchasing the materials for the dock project.  This will reduce our net expense for materials to 
$2130.  But the SBYC must build the dock before we can get the port funds; hence the amount 
authorized by the Board.   
  
The cost to moor this float in the marina will be essentially the same as the cost of mooring the 
dinghy to a side-tie berth.  And that during the winter months, if the boat is not seeing much 
use, SBYC can pull the dock and save the moorage costs. 
  

This project will be discussed at our next general meeting on May 8. Membership approval of 
this project requires two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the members present at general 
meeting.   
 
 
 

2019 SBYC Events Calendar 
 
 

MAY 
2 Lunch Bunch - 11:00am The Oasis Bar & Grill, hosted by Jan Jones 
5 Opening Day Sunday (Cinco de Mayo) Skippers Meeting 2pm, Flag Ceremony 2:30pm, 

Boat Parade 3pm, Social Hour 4:30pm, Potluck Dinner 5:30pm  
8 General Meeting 7:30pm, Clubroom opens 7pm 
24 Happy Hour 5-7PM 
 
JUNE 
3 Board Meeting 2pm clubroom 
6 Lunch Bunch - 11:30am TBD 
12 General Meeting 7:30pm; Sip & Sup (Opportunity to Lead) - Social 5pm-6pm, Dinner 6pm-

7pm 
28 Happy Hour 5-7PM 



 

 

JULY 
8 Board Meeting 2pm clubroom 
10 NO GENERAL MEETING (cruising on the water / vacation time) 
11 Lunch Bunch - 11:30am 
26 Happy Hour 5-7PM 
 
AUGUST 
1 Lunch Bunch - 11:30am 
5 Board Meeting 2pm clubroom 
10  Annual Picnic (City Park – grilled steak) 
14 NO GENERAL MEETING (cruising on the water / vacation time) 
17,18 Sequim Bay Regatta (Dale Dunning small sail boats, assistance needed) 
23 Happy Hour 5-7PM 
26 Board Meeting 2pm clubroom 
 
SEPTEMBER 
5 Lunch Bunch - 11:30am 
11 General Meeting 7:30pm; 6pm-9pm 
20 Happy Hour 5-7PM 
28 Reach and Row for Volunteer Hospice of Clallam County (VHOCC)  
30 Board Meeting 2pm clubroom 
 
 
OCTOBER 
3 Lunch Bunch - 11:30am 
9 General Meeting 7:30pm; Oct. Sip & Sup (Opportunity to Lead) - Social 5pm-6pm, Dinner 

6pm-7pm 
25 Happy Hour 5-7PM 
 
NOVEMBER 
4 Board Meeting 2pm clubroom 
7 Lunch Bunch - 11:30am 
13 ANNUAL Meeting/Election of Bridge 7:30pm 
22 Happy Hour 5-7PM 
 
DECEMBER 
2 Board Meeting 2pm clubroom 
5 Lunch Bunch - 11:30am 
6 Christmas Decorations Party / Happy Hour 5-7PM 
11 General Meeting/Change of Watch 7:30pm; Social 5pm-6pm, Dinner 6pm-7pm 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


