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Commodore - Jim Fitzpatrick 
 

     The Sequim Bay Yacht Club continues to be an excellent organization due to our talented 
and hard-working members.  It’s difficult to briefly summarize just one month of all that has 
happened and I won’t even attempt to do so (the Scuttlebutt does this so well), but here are 
just a few things that may be of interest. 
     Susan Sorensen and the many that helped resulted in an estimated yearend total 
contribution of over $30,000 to Clallam County Volunteer Hospice through our Row and Race 
for Hospice efforts (a record for our Club)!!!  Congratulations to all!  Our Port of Port Angeles 
Commissioner, Colleen McAleer, subsequently requested a letter from us (and which I have 
mailed to her) of our comments on not having the Port’s Water Front Day on the same day as 
our Row and Race for Hospice; my reply was basically that parking congestion could be a 
serious problem.  
     That was the good news.  The possible bad news is that the Port of Port Angeles in their last 
special meeting of October 2nd indicated that they are thinking of raising moorage rates about 
5% for next year. 
     Our Treasurer, Harry Phillips, is recovering from a serious heart valve operation and 
thankfully seems to be having a successful recovery. 
     Terry O’Brien presented John Goar, a local amateur astronomer as our last General Meeting 
speaker and John gave an interesting and comprehensive talk on optical and radio astronomy 
mostly from his personal experience – well done. 
     Past Commodore Ted Shanks announced the candidates for our 2019 Board and all will be 
posted prior to our next meeting.      
     Durkee Richards spoke briefly of our budget trends into next year with some long-term 
concerns – more on this later. 
     Helga O’Brien and all did an exquisite job for our October Sip and Sup – food, décor, timing, 
et al. 
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  We (the Board) have appointed a Committee to study the feasibility and cost of modifying 
our current small boat dock to solve the problem of our Flying Scott bottom fouling from 
constantly in the water and we’ll keep all informed as we progress. 
     Last, but not least, Ray & Glenda Mitchell have again volunteered to host another member 
and guest Thanksgiving dinner in our Club Room.  Many thanks Ray & Glenda for your kind and 
generous offer and efforts. 
     We also owe thanks to all who help with our set ups, bar, rowing, sailing, organization, 
membership and social functions – too many to name here. 
     Our next Lunch Bunch will be November 1st at the Fortune Star Restaurant on East 
Washington with Mark Lewis hosting.  Our next Board meeting will be Monday, November 5th 
at 2:00 p.m. and next General Meeting November 15th at 7:00 p.m.  Also, our Change of Watch 
and Christmas Meeting will be December 12th and Big Deal with a Meal (Commodore’s Ball) 
will be February 16th.  Gloria Fitzpatrick needs volunteers for both.  Please contact her at         
E-mail:  shieldmdn@msn.com or tel. 360-683-1387. 
      
 
 

Vice Commodore – Kelly Macaulay 

 
A SPECIAL THANKS to HELGA & 

CREW for their efforts in a 

delicious Sip Sup.  

 

THE LAUNCH thanks TED, RUDY 

& BOB for the oil change.  

 

OCTOBER HAPPY HOUR. 

Thanks….. TED & JUDY  

 

SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER  

Frank DeSalvo  Carolyn DeSalvo  

Amy Holms  Dennis Miller  will row 

in  The 38th Head of the Lake 

Regatta. ROW FAST!  

 

THERE IS STILL TIME… for 

sending donations to VHOCC.   
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Rear Commodore – Terry O’Brien 

John Goar, a local school teacher and astronomer, 
spoke at our October 10th meeting on his volunteer 
work at Olympic National Park. John’s pursuit of 
astronomy and his sharing of that knowledge with 
over 7000 visitors to the park since 2010 earned him 
an opportunity to visit astronomy sites in Chile this 
past summer. He described what he learned on this 
trip in a short presentation following the Oktoberfest 
Sip & Sup. He invited our members – as individuals or 
as a group – to attend his star watching parties on 
Hurricane Ridge once they start again next Spring. 

The next guest speaker will be from the Marine 
Sciences Laboratory on Sequim Bay Road. The 
laboratory, part of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, works with the EPA on marine 
projects. This presentation will be on January 9, 2019.  

 

Past Commodore - Ted Shanks 

The Committee on Nominations 
 

This Committee consists of a wide mix of experiences and skills and our main goal is to 
see the future of SBYC is led by a strong team committed to the primary purpose of safe 
boating, fellowship and camaraderie, as well as to provide leadership in our club’s sailing, 
cruising ad rowing programs.   

The Committee must check with current Board Members whose term is expiring 
regarding whether they wish to serve again. 

Vacancies exist when an office holder has reached the end of their prescribed term, 
needs to vacate the position due to extenuating circumstances or otherwise finds that they 
have private issues that make it impossible to continue serving on the SBYC board.  We value 
the desires of all and request that their wishes for privacy be respected. 

Our task then was to recognize all vacant positions on the SBYC Bridge and recruit 
willing and qualified candidates to fill those vacancies. 

To this end we have assembled an effective group of friends who, we believe, will work 
well together and provide strong direction to the club in the future. 

 



 
 
 

2018 Nomination Committee 

 Ted Shanks, Chairman 

Durkee Richards 

Marian Fine 

Paula Topjun 

Randy Soderstrom 

They deserve recognition for their diligence in selecting members who will serve the needs of 
the club and keep our Bow heading into the Wind. 

Nominations for 2019 Bridge 

Commodore   Doug Schwarz. 

V. Commodore   Jerry Fine. 

R. Commodore   Andrea Williams. 

Past Com’dore   Jim Fitzpatrick. 

Secretary   Sue Kenney. 

Asst. Secretary _  Judy Shanks. 

Treasurer   Lisa O’Keefe. 

Asst. Treas.   Mark Lewis. 

Trustee 2019   Frank DeSalvo. 

Trustee 2020   Jerry Oden. 

Trustee 2021   Ray Mitchell. 

 



 
 
 

Election will be held at the General Meeting November 14th 

Elected Officers for 2019 will attend the Board Meeting December 3rd 

Installation will take place at the General Meeting December12th 

Oktoberfest 

Helga O’Brien 

The Sip & Sup on October 10 became an Oktoberfest with the large hall turned into a German 

Beer Garden and plenty of German brats and beer for all who participated. Sauerkraut, red 

cabbage, potato salad and large helpings of strudel and ice cream accompanied the brats and 

beer. We hosted a total of 65 diners 

who really worked themselves into a 

German frenzy – consuming about 100 

sausages and all the special German 

beer we had on stock.   

A large number of people contributed 

to the event, chief among them being 

the Fines (Jerry grilled all the brats), the 

Richards, the Spurrs, Kathi O’Rourke, 

Jack Donnelly, Doug Schwarz, Mike 

Harris, the Topjuns, the Leibrichs, Ray 

Mitchell and Kathryn Haskell.  Lisa 

O’Keefe and Dan Currier tended bar 

which grossed over $400 for the 

evening.  

 A huge “Danke Schoen” to all who 

helped make this a fun, successful Sip- N 

-Sup!     

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

From the Membership Desk – Ann Elliot 

 

I very much appreciate Margaret Schwarz and Linda Carlson stepping up to assume the 
membership duties in my absence. They made it possible for me to relax and enjoy my 
summer cruising knowing that these responsibilities were in capable hands. Thank you ladies! I 
am pleased to announce that Margaret has agreed to continue working on the membership 
committee with me. Thanks Margaret! 
 
 
At the October 10th meeting, Deborah Krolikiewicz and Diana and Mike Leibrich were 
inducted into SBYC. Debbie completed our Learn to Row instruction and joined SBYC to 
continue rowing. Mike and Diana completed the Learn to Sail instruction and are seeking more 
opportunities to sail and develop their skill level. Please give them a call if you are going out 
for an afternoon sail or if you are seeking crew. 
 

 

Happy Fall Y’all! 

Ann 

 



 
 
 

 

 

November 

Happy Birthday 
 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following SBYC members: 
 

11-10 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
11-20 Joel Cziok 
11-22 Mark Lewis     

 11-22 Ted Shanks     
 11-25 Susan Sorensen 

11-27 Tom Challinor     
 11-28 Dale Dunning     
 11-30 Doug Schwarz 

11-30 Bobbie Stewart 
 
 



 
 
 

Happy Hour News – Joel Cziok 

We have been having great themed and hosted Happy Hours with our members and guests at 

the Yacht Club. It is great to see our Club Room filled with our friends and guests. Thank you to 

all of you that attend and welcome to our guests as well!  

Please remember to invite guests to our Happy Hours! 

 
It’s nice to be back after a 19-day road trip from Sequim to Portland, to Los Angeles, to 

Phoenix, to Minneapolis, to Helena, and back to Sequim. 

We had a great Happy Hour in September that was attended by over 35 members and friends. 

Hosted by Helga and Terry O’Brien, on a lovely evening at the Club.  Our Bartenders, John and 

Connie Perry created some great drinks and lively conversation. The fleet in John Wayne 

Marina looked serene on a great sunny Fall day. 

Once again, thanks to our previous hosts this year, that included, Rudy and Jean, Paula and 

Terry, Bob and Kelly, Anna and Jim, Harry and Peg, Doug and Margaret, Helga and Terry. I 

invite you all to host a Happy Hour in 2019! 

Coming up in the future, here are our Happy Hours, and we love having our hosts create a fun 

atmosphere of sharing with our Sequim Bay Yacht Club membership: 

October 26 – Ted and Judy Shanks 

November 30 – Jerry & Marian Fine – plus a Hospice Benefit 

December – No Happy Hour Event 

January 25 – Glenda and Ray Mitchell 

February 22 – Kathryn and Wes Haskell 

Enjoy the photos, and picture yourself joining us at Sequim Bay Yacht Club! I challenge you to 

host an upcoming Happy Hour, and I can provide you with help and ideas to make it a reality. 

We will need hosts for 2019…March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October and 

November.  Stay tuned for more information on that, and you can contact me at 

joel.cziok@gmail.com. 

Joel 
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On the Horizon 
 
November 1st. 11:30 am. Lunch Bunch.   

Fortune Star Chinese Restaurant,   East Washington St      

Contact:  Mark Lewis  pamalew@olypen.com ,  360-683-9479  
 
November 5th. 2: pm Board of Directors Meeting. 
 
November 10th. Sail Saturday 
 
November 14th. 7: pm General Meeting 
 
November 22nd.  Second Annual SBYC Thanksgiving Dinner. Ray & Glenda Mitchell 
  

November 24th. Sail Saturday 
 
November 30th. Happy Hour. Jerry & Marian Fine – plus a Hospice Benefit 
 

Did’ga Know 

A little “Old English” History 

Houses had thatch roofs, thick straw piled high, with no wood underneath.  It was the only 
place for animals to get warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) lived in the 
roof.  When it rained it became slippery and sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the 
roof.  Hence the saying "It's raining cats and dogs." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house.  This posed a real problem in the 
bedroom, where bugs and other droppings could mess up your nice clean bed.  Hence, a bed 
with big posts and a sheet hung over the top afforded some protection.  That's how canopy 
beds came into existence.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The floor was dirt.  Only the wealthy had something other than dirt.  Hence the saying, "dirt 
poor."  The wealthy had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they 
spread thresh (straw) on floor to help keep their footing.  As the winter wore on they added 
more thresh until, when you opened the door, it would all start slipping outside.  A piece of 
wood was placed in the entrance.  Hence:  a thresh hold.  
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