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Commodore - Jim Fitzpatrick 
 

Post Opening Day and on-the-water activity is “lively”.  The rowing and 
small boat sailing programs as well as large boat sailing and cruising programs 
are well under “weigh” thanks to our many talented and hardworking 
captains and crew; we owe them many thanks. 
     I recently attended the Marina Advisory Committee for the Port of Port 
Angeles and just sent out an E-mail summary to all Members.  Our Fritz 

Gruetzmacher is Committee Vice Chairman with many years of experience managing various 
ports; I don’t want to inundate Fritz with questions, but he obviously knows a great deal about 
port operation.  Briefly, MAC (the Marine Advisory Committee) advises the Port Angeles Port 
Commission on marina issues. 
MAC is planning a “Waterfront Day” at John Wayne on Saturday, September 15th, with many 
events and including the Black Diamond Band (that we also used at our last Commodore’s 
Ball).  MAC has a website for further information. 
     The last Happy Hour and Sip & Sup were well done and well attended thanks to our gifted 
and hard work members.  The salmon served at the Sip and Sup was exquisite due to Jerry Fine 
& Rudy’s excellent preparation.  Peg Phillips should also be congratulated for organizing a truly 
enjoyable evening along with Linda Carlson’s interesting presentation of her book “Company 
Towns” (available in Paperback at local outlets). 
     Out Nominating Committee chaired by Past Commodore Ted Shanks along with Durkee 
Richards and others to be announced are starting the process of recommending candidates for 
Flag Offices and related offices, to be given to our Board for next year.  We will keep you 
informed on this. 
     Wishing you all fair weather and following seas 
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Vice Commodore – Kelly Macaulay 

 

“Good thoughts have much to do with good rowing. It isn’t 
enough for the muscles of a crew to work in unison; their hearts 

and minds must also be as one.” 
 

George Yeoman Pocock 

 
Thanks to PEG PHILLIPS and her Sip/Sup Crew for their efforts 

and 
LINDA CARLSON on her presentation of 

 
Company Towns of the Pacific Northwest. 

 
 
 
Rear Commodore – Terry O’Brien 

At our general meeting on July 11th, Leo Goolden will describe his work in restoring the 108 
year-old Tally Ho, a sailing vessel he rescued from the scrap yard about a year ago. Leo is both 
a sailor and a ship builder and has applied great rigor in the restoration of the boat. With the 
acquisition of the boat he obtained the drawings and documentation from the original British 
architect, and has applied these to undo the effects of weathering, old repairs and 
inaccuracies in the initial construction, in what is in effect a second build of the Tally Ho. Much 
has been accomplished, but there is still much to do to attain his objective of a fully sea 
worthy vessel. 

Leo has set up shop in Sequim and has undertaken the project virtually as a one-man effort. 
He has captured much of his work in a series of videos which are easily accessed on-line 
(http://sampsonboat.co.uk/).  If you sample some of these videos you will see that his talk will 
appeal to more than just devotees of boatbuilding and sailing. We invite you to join us at 7:30 
pm on the 11th in the large meeting room of the John Wayne Marina.  

Planning has started for the annual picnic that will be on Saturday, September 1. By the time 
the Scuttlebutt is published you should have received an e-mail announcement soliciting your 
participation in this event. Last year we had over 90 attendees, the largest gathering of our 
membership all year. We like to continue that tradition with superb food, camaraderie and 
weather. Please consider participation in one of the areas described in the e-mail 
announcement. 



 
 
 

Past Commodore – Ted Shanks 
What’s the fuss about “Solstice”? 

or 
Welcome to Summer 

 
 

The basic idea is that the ‘solstice’ event happens when the earth reaches the nearest and the 
farthest two points in its annual orbit around the sun. These dates are June 21st and December 
21st.  The days are the longest and shortest of the year, respectively and have been celebrated 
for millennia as the traditional beginnings of Summer and Winter.  
Last year the SBYC rowers decided to celebrate the Solstices with an evening row on those 
dates to celebrate the local passing of each half boating year. Technically, the actual summer 
solstice this year occurred on Thursday, 21 June at about 0230 in the morning.  As there wasn’t 
really a great desire to be true to the exact celestial clock the rowers decided that a 7:30 PM 
Wednesday row would be close enough for our purposes to do the job. 
This Wednesday at the appropriate time about 15 rowers, friends and hangers-on congregated 
at the SBYC storage yard to sort out who would be rowing what boat and in what seat. We 
then launched three rowing shells, a canoe and the chase boat (with cameras and appropriate 
libations aboard). 
All boats rowed down to the State Park. At the half-way point on the return all boats met and 
‘rafted up’ in the center of the bay. The chase boat occupants distributed small shots of the 
traditional mead beverage to celebrate after which all rowed back to the marina, washed and 
racked the boats and repaired to the SBYC club room to partake of the plentiful array of 
refreshments that members had contributed. 
It is quite possible that this coming winter solstice may be celebrated likewise. This is not 
solely for the rowing members; power boaters, canoers and sailors are invited and will be 
welcomed to join the raft-up. Let’s work together to have an even bigger gathering December 
21st, 2018. 
Enjoy the summer. 



 
 
 

 

Sip-Sup-Socialize – Peg Phillips 

 

We didn't get much outside sunshine for our "Here Comes The Sun" Sip Sup, but it was cheery 
and bright inside with sunflowers and smiling yellow suns. 

57 folks came to enjoy the food, meeting and program by Linda Carlson. I'd like to 
acknowledge the many members who contributed to make this happen.  
Paula Topjun, MJ, Marian Fine, Helga O'Brien, Glenda Mitchell, and Anne Elwell participated in 
the planning meetings.  
Linda Carlson made the optimistic flyer. 
Lisa O'Keefe collected RSVP's. She also marked her first bartending experience by donating the 
fixings for a refreshing Moscow Mule drink.  Judy Shanks also hosted the bar. 
The hard working set up crew included Jerry Oden, Terry O'Brien, Randy Soderstrom, Durkee 
and MJ Richards. Helga O'Brien supplied the tasty snacks before dinner. Marcia Limoges was 
our organized check in person. Our servers were Suzy Narbutovshkih, Kelly Macaulay and 
Myrna Chase. 
The fabulous deserts were handmade and donated by Lisa O'Keefe, MJ, and Helga O'Brien. 
 
A big thanks to ALL who helped with a quick clean up. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
And last but not least, the stars of the evening were Jerry Fine and Rudy Heesels!  The cedar 
planked barbecue salmon was superb! 
 

 

 
 
A big THANK YOU to you all. We ended up with a profit of $340. 
Peg  

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

From the Membership Desk – Linda Carlson & Margaret Schwarz 
 
 
 

New members Christian & Christina Hawk 
being congratulated by Commodore 
Fitzpatrick on their induction as members 
of SBYC 

Christian Hawk and Christina 
Schywn-Hawk have been around boats 

and water all their lives.  They moved here 
from Florida and have belonged to the St. 
Petersburg and Pasadena Yacht Clubs for 
29 years.  They have attended a couple of 
our events, so many of you may have 

already met them.  Christian and Christina are being sponsored by Paula Topjun and Doug 
Schwarz. 
Christian is a Diesel Mechanic and has been seen by many of us down at the marina the last 
few weeks, he works for Ocean Boatworks.   He enjoys kayaking and cycling.  Christina’s 
background is in Marketing, Finance and Real Estate.  Her hobbies include boating (Jet Ski and 
power boats) and racing automobiles.  They are both interested in attending meetings, 
socializing and networking. 

 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS FOR REVIEW 
 

Please review the information below.  If you have any concerns about these applicants, please 
contact Commodore Jim Fitzpatrick, shieldmdn@msn.com, within ten (10) days. 

 
Tom and Krista Rambow relocated to Sequim from Idaho in 2017.  They have been boating 

for 8 years and belonged to the Southern Idaho Sailing Association for 7 years.  They currently 
own S/V Capricho, a 35’ C&C moored at JWM.  They attended our last general meeting and are 
being sponsored by Margaret Schwarz and Linda Carlson. 
Tom is a Physician Assistant and enjoys sailing, scuba diving, travel, paddle boarding, water 
sports and drums.  Krista is a Licensed Esthetician.   Her hobbies are similar to Tom’s, but 
replace the drums with dancing.  They are interested in making new friends, cruising, 
attending meetings and social events and racing.  They are also hoping for sailing pointers 
from our experienced sailors. 
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John Donnelly (Jack) and Kathleen (Kathi) O’Rourke moved here from Texas.  They 

have been boating for 10 years and own a Pearson 34’ S/V Kanumera.  They learned about the 
SBYC through tenants at JWM and attended our last general meeting.  They are being 
sponsored by Linda Carlson and Margaret Schwarz. 
Jack and Kathi are Engineers.  Their hobbies are hiking, biking and kayaking.  Jack enjoys 
woodworking while Kathi’s interests are cooking, gardening and art.  They want to become 
better acquainted with sailing in the PNW and are interested in cruising and other boat-related 
events.  They would also like to attend our meetings and social events. 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday 
Bob McClinton, July 1 

James Elwell, July 3 

Mike McDonald, July 6 

Janice Dunning, July 7 

Jim Richmond and Johan Van Nimwegen, both July 9 

Janice Warren, July 15 

Harry Phillips, July 17 

Jay Chase, July 18 

Chris Coolures, July 20 

Jerry Mann, July 24 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Four Star Families  
 

 
 
Bob & Kelly Macau lay, Suzy Narbutovskih and Lisa & John O’Keefe were honored at the May 
Happy Hour as having a child on active duty serving our country. 
 
 

Rowing – Don Berger & Bob Macaulay 
 

                                                                                       

The SBYC entry finished the Rat 
Island Race in 1 hour and 13 
minutes. They finished 17th out 
of 46 entries and second in their 
class. The crew consisted of Amy 
Holms, Lauren Doyle, Sophia 
Holms, Dennis Miller and Sue 
Kenny as the coxswain. 
The course is from the Marine 
Science Center at Fort Worden 
across Port Townsend Bay 
around Rat Island and back. 7.8 
miles in length. It was sunny and 

windy.  
Rougher water than Sequim Bay but not as bad as last year's race conditions. 

 



 
 
 

Start of Race 
 

 
SBYC Rowers are center/top of picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finish 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 

Editorial – Judy Shanks 
 

It is with pleasure that I announce to you that Ray Mitchell has agreed to assume responsibility 
as Editor of The Scuttlebutt.  He has, in fact carried much of the responsibility for assembling 
and designing each issue this past year and his name should appear on the SB masthead as 
“Editor”.  Please continue to submit your news and pictures to him so all the membership and 
those wishing to join the club will be informed of all our fun and philanthropic activities.  
Thanks, Judy Shanks 
 

Thank you Judy, it is with equal pleasure that I accept the position. I and the club thanks you 
for all your hard work over the past years as editor. 
 
Nothing will be changing for now, maybe a new look in the future but always reporting to our 
members what is happening. 
As I am now both Cub Reporter and Editor I could use some assistance now and then. If you 
want to help, let me now. 
 
Remember, this is your News Letter. Please feel free to send us any article that would be 
interesting and entertaining to our members. It could be a “Link” to something Nautical, or a 
personal boating adventure or, misadventure. Please send it to me, <captnray@bellhill.net> 

 
Ray 
 

On the Horizon 
 

 
  
  

July Lunch Bunch 

Get out of the heat and join us at 

the Oasis Bar & Grill 

Thursday, July 5 

11:30 – 1:00 

RSVP to Anna at 

vanderspekas@gmail.com 

S
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Yacht Club Volunteers at Farmers Market 

Thanks to the Sequim Farmers Market, we'll be able to promote the yacht club, its Learn to 
Row/Sail programs and the Reach and Row for Hospice fundraiser at no charge on three 
Saturdays starting late July. Two members will staff a table in shifts on July 21, Aug. 18 and 
Sept. 8. Frank DeSalvo is preparing a packet of brochures and other supplies for each 
volunteer to use. Volunteers are also responsible for providing their own chairs. The tent and 
table are provided by the market staff. If you have acquaintances interested in the club, 
encourage them to visit the table---and stop by yourself, to support the volunteers.  

 

Monday, 2nd   2:00pm Board meeting SBYC 

Saturday, 14th  July Cup Regatta 

Thursday Evenings  Duck Dodge Sailing Series  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


